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From the Principal’s Desk 

Dear Families, 

 

Happy New Year! I hope all of our Eastford Elementary School families are 

enjoying a happy and healthy beginning to 2018 and are staying warm in these 

frigid temperatures! 

  

The Board of Education is beginning to prepare its budget for the 2018-19 school 

year. All citizens who would like to make suggestions should attend the budget 

meetings, all of which are public, that are scheduled for: 

 

January 11, 2018 at 6:00 PM; 

January 16, 2018 at 6:00 PM and 

January 23, 2018 at 6:30 PM. 

 

The PTO’s Giving Tree collection once again raised a significant amount of 

money to support local families in need during the holiday season and throughout 

the year. Students and community members bought snowflakes to hang on the 

wall.  The money raised will support a variety of needs in our school community. 

Thank you for the combined effort to help bring some relief to Eastford families 

during this holiday season. 

 

All students were scheduled to participate in the PTO sponsored NED Show just 

prior to the holiday vacation.  Due to inclement weather, this has been rescheduled 

for January 16, 2018. NED is a cartoon character whose name is an acronym for 

Never give up, Encourage others, and Do your best.  The NED Show engages 

students of all ages by using humor, storytelling, audience participation and yo-yo 

and magic tricks to motivate and inspire students to become “Champions at school 

and in life.”  Family members are welcome to attend the Show along with students 

on Tuesday, January 16 at 2:00 PM.  NED yo-yos will be available for purchase 

after the show and the following week. Look for more information from the PTO 

about ordering.  

 

January 

2018 
Shaping Futures 

Together 
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The basketball season has begun. Both the boys and girls teams are practicing 

regularly and competing against other middle school teams. There are many fans 

attending the games and supporting our teams. We appreciate the community 

support and it is impressive to see the progress that both teams are making. 

Please remember that middle school students who are staying after school to 

watch a basketball game need written permission from a parent. A parent must 

accompany students in grades preschool through four. A form is available in the 

school office and on our website under the Parent tab, then click Forms and look 

for “Permission to attend athletic events.” Games are typically played on Mondays 

and Thursdays.  Come out and support your teams! 

 

Please remember our procedures for announcing school closings  

and late openings. Radio station WINY and television channels 3 and 30 will 

carry announcements and school delays, cancellations, and early closings will be 

posted on our school website, www.eastfordct.org. When it becomes necessary to 

close school early, we will call the same radio and television stations and post the 

announcement on the website. It is not possible to contact every parent on early 

closing days, so please make sure that your children know what to do when this 

occurs. You can sign up for free text alerts of closings and cancellations from the 

local news stations by going to their respective websites.   

 

The citizens of the trimester for the first trimester were Mia Rose Thompson in 

Kindergarten and Kaitlyn Becker in grade 5. They were recognized at the Board 

of Education meeting on December 14, 2017. Congratulations to you both for this 

well-deserved honor! 

 

Families are welcome to join us for our school wide Geography Bee on Friday, 

January 19 at 9:30 AM.  All students in grades 4-8 competed in the classroom level 

Bee.  Two top scorers from each of these grade levels were selected to compete in 

the school wide Bee.  Congratulations to all students who participated.  The 

following students will be representing their classes: 

 

Gr. 4:  Madelyn Pittman, Robert Ellsworth 

Gr. 5:  Xavier Green, Hunter Brandriff 

Gr. 6:  Eric Mathewson, Hunter Larson 

Gr. 7:  Braden Ayer, Jack Tyler 

Gr. 8:  Alexis Buell, Anna Kellermann 

 

Stay warm and as usual, please don’t hesitate to contact school staff if you have 

any questions or concerns. 

 

Sincerely, 

Carole McCombe 

 
 
 

http://www.eastfordct.org/
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ELA – Mrs. Lessard 

Fifth Grade 
  
Students in grade five recently finished up reading and writing folktales. They 

started by learning about the characteristics of folktales and then identifying those 

characteristics in various Native American folktales. Additionally, students read a 

Chinese folktale called “The Chi’ Lin Purse.” After reading all of these tales, 

students used the tales as inspiration while writing their own folktales. 
  
Soon students will start the Writing Pathways narrative writing unit and 

independent reading. The majority of this writing and reading will be completed in 

class; however, please check my homework page for any possible homework 

assignments. 
  
Finally, students have weekly spelling quizzes. Words are assigned on Mondays 

and quizzes are on Fridays. As a class we have talked about various studying 

techniques that students can use over the course of the week while studying at 

home. It may be helpful if you touch base with your child to see how they are doing 

and/or what studying technique they are using this week. Finally, weekly spelling 

words can always be found on Google Classroom or my homework page. 
  
Seventh Grade 
  
Students in grade seven are finishing up the Writing Pathways narrative writing 

unit. This unit took students through the entire writing process and each student 

has produced a piece of writing that they should be proud of! On Friday, January 

5th we will have a Publishing Party to celebrate and share their hard work. 
  
Within the next week, students will start reading The Giver by Lois Lowry. While 

reading, students will explore the concepts of dystopian and utopian societies both 

in The Giver and the United States. Eventually, we will work closely with Mrs. 

Bibeault to use iMovie to create advertisements that use advertising techniques to 

encourage or dissuade viewers from moving to an imaginary utopian/dystopian 

society. Finally, the reading and work for this novel will be completed in class and 

on Google Classroom. 
  
Eighth Grade 
  
Students in grade eight are currently reading The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton. While 

reading, students are analyzing how the following essential questions can be 

applied to the novel and eventually the movie: 
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1)    What is more important, social acceptance or individuality? 
2)    Are we confined to our life experiences when developing our concept of 

self? 
3)    What purpose does stereotyping of other people have? Why do people do 

it and does it possibly have a good purpose? 
4)    What is loyalty and rivalry? What are the advantages and disadvantages 

of being familiar with both? 
  
In addition, students will be starting independent reading within the next week or 

two. This reading and journaling will be completed in class unless otherwise noted 

on my homework page or Google Classroom.  
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Happenings in the Science Room – Mrs. Mead 

Mrs. Hull and Mrs. Giovanni visited 

with students during science classes 

to explain about and answer 

questions about the life-saving 

kidney donation and transplant 

procedures that happened recently 

within our school community.  

Students received complimentary 

items from the Donate Life 

organization and asked lots of great 

questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Students in grades 5 and 6 built and tested 

electromagnets, trying to determine which 

features could increase the paper-clip holding 

capacity of their electromagnets.  This was a 

real “whoa” moment, where one partner was 

confident, the other, surprised! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 200 trout eggs we received in 

November have hatched.  Now they are in 

a stage called “alevin”, and have a yolk sac 

that will feed them and help them grow.  

By the time the yolk sac is gone, they will 

be strong enough to “swim up”, and 

students will start feeding them daily.  We 

hope to release a large school of 

“fingerlings” into the Still River in April 

once again this year. 
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Sixth Grade News – Mr. Kernan 

Grade 6 

 

Language Arts classes wrapped up December with the reading of Bridge to 

Terabithia.  Students did a great job with their assignments and I was very happy 

to read and to listen to student responses.  This is a great book to read if you are 

interested.  Our students would love to discuss how Jesse Aarons deals with 

adversity with you! 
 

Unit three in our reading anthology will continue to introduce students to a 

variety of readings. In the coming weeks we will be reading short stories such as 

“Morning Traffic” by Christopher De Paola and “Deep-Sea Danger” by Judy Freed.  

We also work out of our Daybook that allows us to read short, concise readings 

that help us understand foreshadowing, rising action,  

 

Prior to the winter break, students began solving algebraic equations and 

investigating properties of equality in Math class. We will continue to explore 

these concepts and use drawing of pictures to help us construct equations. 

 

Social Studies News - Mr. Kernan  

Grade 7  

 

As we turn the corner in grade seven into the month of January, we also begin a 

new unit. For the next few weeks, seventh grade will be exploring and discussing 

the impact of natural resources on individual Central and South American 

countries.  

 

Prior to the break, we began a research paper.  Over the course of the assignment, 

students will need to choose a country in South America and write an 

argumentative paper either defending the country’s use of natural resource(s) or 

arguing that they expose themselves to great hardship because they either limit 

their economic abilities because they rely solely on one crop/resource (ex. 

Honduras relies solely on the coffee bean) or they mismanage their resources and 

much of the revenue is wasted through government corruption and not shared 

with the population (ex. Venezuela and oil revenues.)  All this will be done through 

Google classroom, so you can see your child’s progress. 
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Grade 8  
 

As we head into January, eighth grade begins to study coming of the Civil War. 

We will explore the economic differences that made up the North and South. We 

will look at the challenges that faced our first presidents as a young America 

attempted to assert itself throughout the world. Some of the key people and topics 

we will discuss are the Missouri Compromise, the Panic of 1837 and 1839, Andrew 

Jackson, James K. Polk and the Civil War.  
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Fourth Grade News – Miss Dill 

Science Enrichment 

 
Students in grades 2, 3, and 4 work to build 'rollercoasters.' Using pipe tubing, 

masking tape, and a marble, students must imagine, construct, troubleshoot, and 

implement engineering design. 
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School Counselor – Mrs. Harrington 

 
Hello, my name is Beth Harrington and I am the new School Counselor at 

Eastford Elementary. I am a certified School Counselor and Teacher in 

Connecticut and I have a Master’s Degree in School Counseling. The goal of the 

School Counselor program is to reach out to all students to help them be successful 

in school. There are three areas to focus on to help students be their best: The 

Academic, Career and Personal/Social Domains. So far, I’ve been able to interact 

with all students in each classroom during a review of classroom anti-bullying 

games with art-related activities. In fact, we have an eight grade anti-bullying 

bulletin board and a fifth-grade unique snowflake bulletin board.   

 

This month we are starting a new school-wide character education monthly 

program that will promote positive behaviors. Our January theme is Respect and 

includes respecting authority, tolerating differences, following directions and 

treating others with dignity. In the older grades, we will discuss choices and 

decision-making and how choices may or may not be respectful. We’re using the 

book Wonder as a guide in our class discussion and activities.  

 

Students have been requesting to eat lunch in my office for impromptu lunch 

groups where we talk informally about peer relationships and how to improve 

those. I like to use Responsive Classroom games as strategies for improving 

communication and peer relationships. I also have board games in my room that 

students like to play with. I’ve been busy collaborating with classroom teachers 

with games and artistic classroom activities to help forge a stronger sense of unity 

within each classroom.  

 

I am available to help any child with their study skills and organization, in 

developing job or career aspirations, and in developing successful interpersonal 

skills students will need to work with others in future jobs. A Girl’s Lunch Group 

will begin soon for girls in grades 2 – 4 and will last for 6 weeks. We will meet 

weekly to build camaraderie between the grades, to create crafts and discuss 

resiliency.  

 

Although, I go into classrooms and work with all students, I 

am also available for small-group and individual counseling 

along the three domains: Academic, Career, and Personal or 

Social areas. I would need your permission to work with your 

child in short-term individual counseling or in small groups, 

such as lunch groups. It is understood that anything that 

your child shares in counseling would be kept confidential 

except in the circumstances where a child’s safety may be in 

question. In that case, I would be required, as well as anyone would be, to report a 

situation if there is a clear and imminent danger to your child or others.  
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If you absolutely do not want wish for your child to come down for lunch groups or 

to be pulled for individual counseling regarding matters that interfere with their 

school performance along any of the three domains, Academic, Career, or 

Personal/Social, then please print this form, sign it and return it to school. 

Otherwise, not returning this form would indicate that you do give permission for 

me to work with your child individually or in a small group, if needed, to benefit 

your child. I can always contact you with information about the group or small 

group counseling to explain what we did. Please call or email me with any 

questions about the program or how I could help your child succeed in school. I 

would love to meet you! bharrington@eastfordct.org or at 860-974-1130, ext. 106. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Counselor Opt Out Form 

Date_______________ 

 

___I do not give permission for my child to attend individual or small group  

 

counseling activities at Eastford Elementary School.  

 

Parent Signature: __________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bharrington@eastfordct.org
tel:860-974-1130
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